
 

 

 

 
                    

Play It Safe On The Outer Banks 
OBX Ranked Among Top Beaches For Social Spacing In 2020 

  
Cape Hatteras, NC (June 2, 2020) – “We’re wide open,” announces Lee Nettles, Executive 
Director of the Outer Banks Visitors Bureau, citing several recent accolades supporting the OBX’s 
front position for travel this summer. Forbes.com recently ranked the Outer Banks as number 
one among The 20 Top Places Americans Are Dreaming About Right Now, and Cape Hatteras in 
Buxton, NC was just ranked a Top Ten Beach In The US by Dr. Beach. The Outer Banks checks off 
a lot of boxes for people contemplating a summer beach vacation or a fall getaway. “We’ve 
been doing social spacing before it was a thing,” says Nettles.   
 
Home to 3 National Parks, 2 National Wildlife Refuges and a variety of outdoor attractions you 
will have no problems finding those once in a lifetime experiences for your group clients. “When 
you consider our central location along the East Coast within a day’s drive of most big cities; 
you’re managing your passengers’ exposure to the public from the moment they leave their 
house and arrive along our shores. ” The OBX is also known for a blend of top-rated hotels, 
vacation rental homes, campgrounds and inns. Most hotels properties are oceanfront. Your 
customers can hear the waves from their oceanfront room and watch the sunrise without 
having to leave the building.  
 
At the heart of the Outer Banks allure lies Cape Hatteras National Seashore, the largest stretch 
of undeveloped beaches on the East Coast you can easily enjoy by car or motorcoach, and the 
drive along NC12 coastal highway rewards family explorers. In fact, Southern Living recently 
placed the Outer Banks as one of its Top Ten Scenic Drives in a recent reader poll. Nearby, you 
can walk the trails at Jockey’s Ridge State Park, a 426-acre sound dune mountain that, along 
with its sister State Natural Area, Run Hill, epitomize open space and fun at a distance. A must-
do for any OBX trip, guests can check out Wright Brothers National Memorial and discover for 
themselves why it was the perfect place to test out the world’s first airplane in 1903.  
 
“While Americans are looking for a much-needed vacation, COVID-19 doesn’t take a day off,” 
says Nettles. “This reopening of the Outer Banks and the nation as a whole is going to take 
everyone looking out for the safety of themselves and each other. We encourage a ‘Be Safe. Be 
Smart. Have Fun.’ approach to hospitality and responsible travel. Our local business community 
was the first to adopt the Tourism Pledge, a recognition of the need to take premium measures 
in safety for both guests and employees, which are detailed specific to each participating 
partner and found on outerbanks.org. 
 
About The Outer Banks 
The Outer Banks Visitors Bureau is the lead marketing and promotional agency for The Outer 
Banks of North Carolina, funded by one percent of the occupancy tax and one percent of the 
prepared meals tax collected in Dare County. 
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